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PREFACE. 



The greater part of the Hindi and Hindustani MSS. described by Mr. Blumhardt 
in this Catalogue are from the collections of Mr. "William Erskine, Sir Henry Miors 
Elliot, Colonel George William Hamilton, and the Rev. A. Fisher. 

Each of these collections bears a distinct feature. Mr. Erskine mainly concerned 
himself with Jain literature, Hindi and Panjabi religious poems, and works on 
History ; Sir H. M. Elliot with Hindustani works on History and Topography, 
together with miscellaneous treatises referring to the North West Provinces ; Colonel 
Hamilton with Poetry ; and Mr. Fisher with Hindi religious treatises in Gurumukhi 
characters. 

The remaining MSS. have been added to the Collection either by presentation or 
purchase. 



British Museum, 

October, 1899. 



ROBERT K. DOUGLAS, 

Keeper of the Department of Oriental 
Printed Books and MSS. 
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AUTHOR’S 



PREFACE. 



Hindi is one of the most important of the vernaculars of Northern India. It is 
evolved from the Sanskrit through the Prakrit, has numerous dialects, and is spoken 
by the Hindu populations throughout Behar, Oudh, the Punjab, and a considerable 
portion of Rajputana. 

Early Hindi literature dates from the 12th to about the middle of the 16th 
century. There are, however, comparatively few existing works of that period, and 
such as there are consist chiefly of heroic poems by bards of Rajputana, of which 
the Prithviraj rasau, which recounts the exploits of the last Hindu king of Delhi, 
is the most noteworthy, whether from an historical or a philological point of view. 
It is said to have been originally written at the close of the 12th century by Chand 
Barda’i, a poet at the court of king Prithviraj, but it is possible that the work as 
we now have it was enlarged or recast by bards of a later period. In the present 
collection there is a copy of this epic poem (no. 49), but unfortunately it is con- 
siderably abridged, as compared with other existing copies, and is also imperfect. 

To this same period belongs the Haricharitra, a popular translation by Liilach 
of the tenth Skandha of the Bhagavatapurana dealing with the life of Krishna, of 
which there are four copies written in the Kaithi character ; as also the heroic poem 
Vachanika (no. 100 art. i., and 101 art. ir.), which describes the wars between Jaswant 
Singh, Raja of Jodhpur, with the emperor Aurangzeb. 

Middle Hindi literature (16th to 18th cent.), which represents the purest and 
most vigorous development of the language, is well illustrated by copies of the 
famous Ramayana of Tulasi Dasa, the rhetorical poems of KeSava Dasa and Sundara 
Dasa, a work on medicine by Nainsukh, son of Ke6ava Dasa, a treatise on music 
by Harivallabha, a translation by Hridaya Rama of the popular Sanskrit drama 
Mahanataka, and by a large number of religious treatises chiefly on the Krishna 
cult. The Ramayana is written in the Baiswari dialect of Eastern Hindi ; the 
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others are mostly in the Braj-bhasha dialect of Western Hindi, which is spoken on 
the plains of the Jumna and the Ganges about Agra, Mathura and Delhi. Many 
of these manuscripts come from the Punjab and are written in the Gurutnukhi 
character peculiar to Sikh writings. 

The romance of Ratan Sen, Raja of Chitor (no. 83), written in Persian 

characters, is particularly deserving of notice, as showing the gradual introduction 
of the Persian and Arabic elements into Braj-bhasha verse, resulting eventually in 
the formation of the Urdu language. 

The manuscripts of modern Hindi writers are of little importance. The volumes 
of miniatures and drawings of the Ragas and Raginis are, however, interesting 

specimens of native art ; and MS. no. 96, which illustrates the postures practised 
by the Hatha and Raja Yogis, is particularly worthy of notice. 

There is also a small collection of Jain religious works. Of these the Gaja- 

simha-cliaritra (no. 3) dates back as far as Samvat 1556 (A.D. 1499), the others 
having been written during the 17th century. 

Panjabi works are few in number. The most important are the four copies of 
the Adi Granth, or Sacred Scriptures of the Sikhs ; a metrical translation of the 
Bhagavadgita by Guru Govind Singh; and a Janamsakhi, or life of Guru Nanak. 
There is also a finely written complete copy of the Granth of Guru Govind Singh 
(no. 15), but this is written in a style more closely allied to the Braj-bhasha than 
to the pui’e Panjabi dialect of Hindi. 

The development of Hindustani, otherwise Urdu, was due to the establishment 
of the Muhammadan power at Delhi in the 12th century, and to the gradual 

infusion of the Arabic and Persian vocabulary of the conquering race into the Hindi 
vernacular. But it was not until the reign of the emperor Akbar, in the 16th 

century, that this mixed tongue was employed in literary compositions. 

The earliest Urdu poets lived under the patronage of the Muhammadan rulers 
of the Deccan, notably those of Bijapur and Golconda. Of these the most celebrated 
was Wall of Ahmadabad. He is said to have been the first to adopt the prosody 
of the Dlwan poems of the Persian poets, a species of literary composition in 
which all subsequent poets strove to excel. 

In the present collection there is a large and fairly representative number of 
the works of Hindustani writers, chiefly, however, of noted poets of the last 

century. There are three excellent copies of the Kulliyat, or complete works, of 

Sauda, the chief of poets; and one of Zatali, of Jur’at, and of Mir Hasan; besides 
Dlwan poems by Tiiban, Mir TakI, Soz, Sahibkiran, Afsos, Rangln and others. 
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Tho romances aro mostly works by modern authors, but there are a few 
written by Dakhani poets of the 16th century, notably a translation of the Persian 
TutT-namah, or Tales of a Parrot, made by Ghauwasi during the reign of ‘Abd 
Allah Kutb Shah of Goleonda. 

A large number of the manuscripts described formerly belonged to Sir Henry 
fliers Elliot, many of which contain valuable notes on the history and topography 
of the North Western Provinces ; and on the castes, method of cultivation, 
languages and customs of its inhabitants. 

Of tho two manuscripts which were acquired after tho completion of this 
Catalogue, no. 114, which contains a most interesting collection of letters written 
by Muhammad Wajid ‘AH Shall, the last king of Qudh, dqring his exile at Calcutta, 
to his favourite wife Zinat Regain at Lucknow, is particularly worthy of notiee, 
not only as affording glimpses into the domestic life of the king, but also as a 
specimen of excellent calligraphy and ornamentation, 

Quotations from the manuscripts have been printed exactly as they were written, 
with the many mistakes and peculiarities of the copyists, except in the ease of 
the Kaithi manuscripts, which appear in the Devanagari character owing to the 
want of Kaithi type. 



J. F. BLUiMHARDT. 



London, 

23 rd October, 1899. 
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ADDITIONS AND COEEECTIONS. 



HINDI AND PANJABI CATALOGUE. 

P. 22a. For A6vini read Alvina. 

P. 23a. For Elliott read Elliot. 

P. 23 b. For T7*rnn read fnwm 



HINDUSTANI CATALOGUE. 



P. 5a. Jang-namah i Kabul. This work 
has been lithographed at Lucknow, A.H. 
1314 (A.D. 1896), under the title s? 

j 

P. 25a. Mr. W. Irvine has kindly sup- 
plied the following information regarding 
the poet Zatali, taken from the Persian 
Malahat i nakl by Rao Dalpat Singh (Or. 
1828, fol. 74 a). 

“ Mirza Ja‘far of Narnol (poetically Zatali) 
was executed by Farrukhsiyar’s order for 
having written a parody of the inscription on 
the Emperor’s coin. The wording of the 



lines as given in various places varies. Pre- 
sumably this execution took place in the 
first year of the reign (1125 H., 1713), but 
it is not mentioned by any of the historians 
or memoir writers of the time, so far as I 
have seen. His age must have been 60 
(lunar) years, or a little over. See Zar i 
Ja‘fari, p. 34, and a Ruba‘i in the Kulliyat 
(ed. 1853), where he says that he was at the 
time of writing over 60 years of age.” The 
execution of the poet is also noticed by 
Beale, in his “ Oriental Biographical Dic- 
tionary” (2nd ed.), p. 189a. 



ADDITIONS TO THE INDEXES. 

Index of Titles. 

114 . . jUL*. | 115 . . yl&j 



Index of Persons 5 Names. 



Agha Hajw, v. Jalal al-Din Haidar Khan. 

Akbar ‘All Khan, t. Taukir. Tarikh i mumtaz 
(1276), 114. 

Jalal al-Din Haidar Khan, also called Siyadat 
Hasan Khan, and Agha Ilajw, t. Sharaf. 
Shikoh i Farang (1284), 115. 



Muhammad Wajid *Ali Sh&h, king of Oudh . Letters 
to hia wife Zinat Begam (1272 — 1276), with 
portrait, 114. 

Sharaf, v. Jalal al-Din Haidar Khan. 

Siyadat Hasan Khan, v. Jalal al-Din Haidar Khan. 
Taukir, v. Akbar ‘Ali Khan. 
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ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS. 



Or. 5288 



Classed Index op Works. 

LETTERS. 

Tarikh i mumtaz, a collection of letters by Muham- 
mad Wiijid ‘All Shah to his wife Zinat Begam 
(1272—1276), 114. 

POETRY. 

Shikoh i Farang (1284), by Jalal al-Din Haidar 
Khan. 115. 



Numerical Index. 

114 Or. 5438 ... 115 



/ 
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HINDI AND PANJABI 

MANUSCRIPTS. 



I. THEOLOGY. 



A. CHRISTIAN. 

1 . 

Or. 4546.— Foil. 107 ; 7f in. by 5 ; 17 to 
22 lines, 3J in. long ; written on English 
paper, water-marked “ J. Simmons, 1823.” 

The Roman Missal translated into the 
Parbatiya, or Nepali, dialect of Hindi, 
spoken in the Districts of the Himalayan 
valley bordering on Nepal. 

The manuscript is neatly written in Kaithi 
characters. An undated note on the fly-leaf 
states that it was presented to “ Josh. Hayes 
Esq®, from the Rev d . M. Wilkinson Mis- 
sionary.” Mr. Wilkinson appears to have 
been the C.M.S. Missionary who arrived at 
Gorakhpur in 1823 and died in 1848.* 



B. HINDU. 

See under VII. Poetry. — B. Religious. 



* See B. H. Badley’s “ Indian Missionary Directory,” 
p. 90. 



C. JAIN. 

2 . 

Harl. 415.— Foil. 43; 9J in. by 6*; 15 to 
17 lines, in. long; written by a Jain 
scribe ; dated Samvat 1673 (A.D. 1616). 

A collection of hymns in Marwari verse in 
praise of the Jain Tirthahkaras and saints. 

The manuscript is defective, the first leaf 
being missing. It was written by Sukladeva 
Bhatta, and bears the date Monday, the 
6th Phalguna-5adi Samvat 1673, and Saka 
1540. 

Colophon : ^fk $rns «im$o 

unntff trfif t, utu ^ ^ ^ fwusjuOu it 

There are several notes by former owners, 
written on blank pages at the beginning of 
the MS. containing more or less inaccurate 
descriptions of the work. Another note, on 
a separate sheet of paper pasted in the 
volume (fol. 3*), states “ A Book in the 
Brahma or Hanscreet language, (some call 
it Sanscroot,) which is a Fortune-book about 
Lucky and unlucky dayes, and whether a 

B 
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Nativity on sucli or such dayes shall be 
Fortunate or unfortunate, &c. It wants the 
first Leave, w ch was cut out before ever you 
received it.” 

3 . 

Add. 26,450c. — Foil. 56 — 71 (with original 
foliation from 2 to 17) ; 10 in. by 4^; 15 to 
20 lines, 8-g- in. long ; dated Samvat 1657 
(A.D. 1600). [William Erskine.] 

Gajasimha-charitra. 

The legendary story of Prince Gajasimha,* 
son of Raja Rishabha, written in Marwari 
verse. The poem is in 439 verses, of which 
the first leaf is missing, the second beginning 
(verse 11) with an account of the birth of 
the prince ; as follows : — 

’Sfbnftr Tpr i rm vifk i 

vmt mf? ^rvnrTH i nwfibi fur ng u w ii 

The date of composition, Wednesday, the 
first day of Jyeshtha, Samvat 1556 (A.D. 
1499), occurs in the last verse of the poem 
(fol. 71a). 

This is followed by the scribe’s colophon, 
stating that the copy was made by Rishi 
Khimajl on Monday, the 2nd Kartika-6adi, 
Samvat 1657 (A.D. 1600). 

Col. i 

fkf^ * to nlnwl i 

Appended is a short poem of 13 verses 
(the last unnumbered) in honour of a saint 
called Mallaji, followed by a few odd verses 
which end abruptly, the last leaf of the 
manuscript being missing. The date of 



* In Prof. Bhandarkar’s Cat. of Deccan MSS. (1888), 
p. 33, appears a Jain MS. in Gujarati called Gajasimharaja 
chopai, and Rajendralal Mitra deseribcs a Magadhi MS, 
in the Bikaner Cat., p. 670, called Gajasirnba-purana. 
These are probably versions of this legend. 



composition, Monday, the 2nd (?) Magh-sudi, 
S. 1646 (A.D. 1589), occurs in verse 12 of 
the poem. 

4 . 

Add. 22,393.— Foil. 61; 10 in. by 4’-; 15 
lines, 7f in. long ; neatly written by a Jain 
scribe, apparently in the 19th century. 

[Rev. B. Webb.] 

Banarasl-vilasa. 

A collection of Braj-bhasha poems by 
Banarasi Dasa, a Digambara Jain, on the 
precepts and doctrines of the Jain religion, 
comprising 3500 verses in all. 

The work begins with a general table of 
contents, given in 5 verses. 

Beg. ^IfdHmHH: ii a w^f-nn wtvt yw- 
ifhrT uvw ^t<h1 

Then follows the Jinasahasranama, a poem 
in 102 verses in praise of the Tirthankaras, 
beginning : — 

csir ^ iujjIh 

ffv w ^rnff ^ra ^ w akr Ktn a 

This poem was completed on Sunday, the 
5th Sravana-swdi, S. 1690 (A.D. 1633). 

*nrii n 

d 6)1 rf H'lidt «ltH SoS 

The next two poems, viz. Muktimuktavali 
(104 vrs.) and BavanI (52 vrs.) are dated 
S. 1691 (A.D. 1634) and S. 1682 (A.D. 
1625) respectively, the dates being given at 
the conclusion of each. 

The rest of the volume consists of a large 
number of small poems without dates, of 
from 5 to 50 verses each, with separate head- 
ings and colophons. 

Final col. ^fk vCNdiitilfatjui 
shoo 
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